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SOMATOSE AS A TONIC. 


A complaint frequently made with 
regard to meat preparations is that 
they destroy the appetite, which is 
usually more or less impaired in con- 
ditions of disease, and that when ad- 
ministered for some time they be- 
ecme extremely repugnant to the pa- 
tient. This must be considered as a 
serious disadvantage, for it is not 
enough that a food shall contain a 
large quantity of nutritive elements, 
it must also be palatable and exert 
no disturbing effect upon the diges- 
tive apparatus. Somatose differs 
from all other meat preparations in 
that it stimulates the appetite and 
never cloys upon the palate. It is not 
o.ly an ideal nutrient per se, but 
awakens the desire for other foods, 
so as to be well adapted for alimenta- 
tion in chronic diseases. As it is 
odorless and practically tasteless it 
may be administered to sensitive and 
fastidious patients without their 
knowledge. Somatose contains the 
albuminous principles of meat in a 
form most favorable for immediate 
absorption and assimilation, and for 
this reason its administration is rap- 
idly followed by an _ increase in 
strength and vital activity—a gen- 
uine tonic effect. Attention has been 
called by Professor Bartley that 
fomatose exerts a direct nutrient 
action upon the heart muscles, and 
he explains its effect upon the diges- 
tive organs in the same way, i. e., by 
its furnishing nourishment to the 
mucous membrane of the stomach. 
Thompson has found that in cases of 
typhoid fever attended with great 


irritability of the stomach, somatose 
was well tolerated when other foods 
were rejected, and he ascribes this to 
a sedative influence upon the hyper- 
esthetic gastric mucous membrane. 
The advantages of somatose over 
other meat preparations may be 
briefly summarized as follows: 1. It 
consists of albuminous elements in 
a form most available for immediate 
absorption and assimilation, that is 
in the form of albumoses. 2. It is 
tasteless, odorless and readily soluble 
in fluid foods. 3. It stimulates the ap- 
petite and enables the patient to dis- 
pose of a larger amount of other 
foods. 4. It has a soothing effect upon 
the inflamed and hyperesthetic mu- 
cous membrane of the digestive 
tracts. 5. Owing to the high degree 
of concentration of its albuminous 
constituents small doses are as ef- 
fective as much larger quantities of 
other food products, also rendering it 
less expensive than the latter. 





AN EFFICIENT ANTI-PRURITIC. 


Aside from its value as an antisep- 
tic and antimycotic in parasitic af- 
fections of the skin, and as a stimu- 
lant in chronic dermatoses, losophan 
has been shown to possess decided 
anti-pruritic properties. It is, there 
fore, deserving of a trial in chronic 
cutaneous diseases attended with 
marked itching, such as prurigo, pra- 
ritus ani and vulve, some cases of 
chronic eczema, etc. The itching in 
these cases is sometimes so intense 
as to rob the patient of his night’s 
rest, and even to make life a burden. 
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Descottes has reported a case of pru- 
ritus in which after other remedies 
had been tried in vain the distress- 
ing itching was relieved by an oint- 
ment of losophan. Waugh mentions 
several cases of pruritus ani and 
vulvae in which a like favorable re- 
sult followed the use of a 3 per cent. 
ointment, although previous treat- 
ment has been unsuccessful. Saal- 
feld also recommends its employment 
in prurigo and pruritus. The results 
to be obtained from losophan, how- 
ever, depend to a great extent upon 
the method of preparation of the oint- 
ments. It should always’ be thor- 
oughly dissolved in oil before being 
added to the ointment base. It is 
rarely necessary to exceed the 
strength of 5 per cent.; and finally 
it should’ not be employed in acute 
cases attended with marke‘ cutan- 
eous irritation. 





CAPE MAY AS A HEALTH RE. 
SORT. 
BY ALBERT E. ROUSSEL, M. D., 


Assistant Professor of Practice and Clinical 
Medicine, Medico-Chirurgical College; Con- 
sulting Physician to the Temporary Home; 
Visiting Physician to the Howard Hos- 
pital. 


As a summer resident of Cape May 
for some ten successive years I have 
had a fairly-good opportunity of judg: 
ing of its merits as a health resort, 
more particularly during the summer 
months. 

During this period of time I have 
been especially impressed by the 
marked improvement manifested in 
that very large group of cases that 
are presumably benefited by a sea- 
shore sojourn. 

Curiously, however, there has un- 
doubtedly existed a rather wide 
spread impression that the relative 
humidity at this resort was higher 
than at some of its more populous 
rivals. 

With the object of obtaining some 
definite data upon this subject I 
wrote for and procured the following 
interesting table from the Chief of 
the Weather Bureau at Washington. 

As will be noticed from the table, 


the relative annual percentage of hu- 
midity is but 77, as compared wit) 
80 for Atlantic City, and no one 
monthly average proves an exception 
to this general rule. 

A study of the temperature-record 
is equally interesting. Although the 
mean annual temperature of Cape 
May is one and a fraction degrees 
higher than that of Atlantic City, 
yet it will be noted that the relative 
difference is but slightly marked du:. 
ing the summer and autumn months, 
but, on the contrary, is the most pro- 
nounced during the remaining por- 
tion of the year, which would only 
tend to emphasize the advantages 
of the Cape throughout the entire 
year. 

This is especially true when we 
take into consideration the prevail- 
ing direction of the wind—a point 
of no little importance during the 
summer season. On account of its in- 
sular position, the unwelcome land- 
breeze is a rare visitor, indeed, a di- 
rect northwest wind being alone re- 
sponsible for its production. 

Then, again, the manifest superior- 
ity of the magnificent beach, the ab- 
sence of the particular crowds oc- 
casioned by cheap excursions, and 
last, but not least, the cleanly and 
well-kept streets must certainly ap 
peal to those who seek health as well 
as recreation. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE, 
Weather Bureau, Washington, D. C., April 
25, 1895. 
Mark W. Harrington, Chief of Bureau. 
Mean Relative Humidity. Percentages. 
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Cape May.. .73.6 73.2 68.0 58.9 46.4 37,6 53.6 
—Medical Bulletin. 





TREATMENT OF SPRAINED 
ANKLES. 


The earlier treatment of sprained 
ankles was not characterized by very 
direct methods, hence results were 
very frequently disappointing. The 
interpretation of the element of rest 
was oftentimes very poorly made, 
while a truthful history of the man- 
ner and force of infliction did not ap- 
pear to figure very largely as a guid- 
ing element of treatment, hence 
these methods adopted were often 
productive of further diseased con- 
ditions. Upon the introduction of 
well-considered immobilization and 
a just interpretation of the real 
force and utility of imposed rest re- 
sults became. more uniform. With 
plaster of paris splints, the starch 
bandage and the adhesive plaster 
treatment of Gibney, the surgeon is 
certainly well equipped with requis- 
ite and efficient means. A truthful 
history and a proper determination 
of the actual condition as presented 
in a sprained joint is of paramount 
importance; the extent of contusion 
of a joint, whether ligaments or ten- 
dons are strained and ruptured, en- 
ter largely into treatment and prog- 
nesis. To those not having tried 
Gibney’s adhesive plaster treatment, 
they will find that in many cases it 
is a successful, easy and comfortable 
means of treatment. Its ease and 


facility of application and satisfac- 
tory accomplishment makes a thor. 
o:ghly desirable method of treat- 
ment. It successfully gives “an 
equable support to tendons and liga- 
ments about the ankle joint, which 
results in the resolution of all effu- 
sion.” In severely contused joints, 
more or less inflammatory states will 
have to be combated and nothing in 
our couception is equal to judicious 
massage of the parts used, of course, 
along with immobilization. We cau 
well remember following, for the first 
time in treating a sprained ankle, 
the suggestion of Florence Nightin- 
gale, which was to rub on and about 
the sprained ankle  joirt a table- 
spoonful of warm lard, no more nor 
no less, but a tablespoonful, must 
be “rubbed in.” To that benighted 
individual who has never tried it, it 
remains then for him to realize that 
a tablespoonful, under these condi- 
tions, seems as large as a_ bushel 
when he tries to rub it in himself. 
At that time this treatment was in 
many cases as efficient as any, which, 
of course, was owing entirely to the 
complete massaging the joint receiv- 
ed, which seemed to prevent en- 
gorgement of blood vessels and the 
consequent capillary activity result- 
ed in absorption of effusion. We be- 
lieve that in many ankle sprains mas- 
sage is as competent to obtain good 
results as can be obtained in im- 
mobilization, and in a much shorter 
space of time. The immediate appli- 
cation of massage in-many of these 
cases will cause an unusually rapid 
absorption of effusion and a quick re- 
turn of parts to normal condition. 
The rubbing of a tablespoonful of 
warm lard on parts is no contempti- 
ble gauge of the requisite quantity 
of massage demanded, as we well 
know the lard has no virtue aside 
from the fact of ease of manipula- 
tion. Even with the perfection in re: 
sult as obtained by proper immobili- 
zation, massage is destined to assume 
an important role in the treatment 
not only of sprained ankle, but othe1 
traumatized joints, for it occupies the 
cure of those conditions between a 
pure process of repair as represented 
in delitescence and fixed inflamma- 
tory effusion.—Railway Surgeon. 
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THE ENDEAVOR OF THE 
UNITED STATES WEATHER 
BUREAU TO INVESTIGATE 
THE INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE 
ON HEALTH. 

The commendatory efforts of the 
National Weather Bureau in compil- 
ing statistics regarding the influence 
of storms and cold and heat waves on 
the mortality and causation of dis 
ease is being pushed as fast as a new 
experiment can be. 

The assistance which may be given 
this Bureau by local boards of health 
and others is very great, and the re- 
sults will be of inestimable value if 
due interest is taken in the project. 

We are inclined to believe that 
there is more influence in storms and 
in heat and cold waves upon disease 
and the causation of diseases than is 
commonly supposed, and the follow- 
ing extracts from the March circular, 
sent out by the Weather Bureau, 
will inform our readers of the meth- 
ods used in compiling these reports: 


“The vital and meteorologic statis. 
tics, having been received, will be 
coliated by general averages and by 
particular and selected ev ents, as the 
comparison of the general mortality 
with the average conditions of the 
weather for the week, and the pas. 

sage of storms and cold or hot waves, 
the appearance of epidemics, ete. 
Also, in instances as well-defined 
weather disturbances, comparisons 
of vital and meteorologic statistics 
will be made by daily periods. For 
example, a storm appearing in the 
western part of the country will be 
followed day by day as it passes east- 
ward across the country, ard the ill- 
ness and deaths reported for these 
days from the localities traversed 
will be compiled and compared with 
the same kind of facts reported both 
before and after the storm. The 
same plan of treatment will be pur. 
sued in dealing with hot and cold 
waves. 

“By these methods we may hope to 
be able to give, in time, definite in- 
formation as to how much and how 
the accidental and constant varia- 
tions of the weather affect the sick 
and well, and in what way the pres- 
ent forecasts and weather charts can 
be used in both curative and _pre- 
ventive medicine. 

“The calendar week has been adopt- 
ed as the period of time for collect- 
ing statistics and making the general 
comparison; because in longer per- 
iods, for instance a month, the evi- 
dence of extreme fluctuations in 
either the meteorologic or sanitary 
conditions is more or less smoothed 
out in proportion to the length of 
time during which the events hap- 
pened. Also, because it has the ad- 
vantage over other short arbitrary 
periods in being familiar to all, and 
one by which so many of our ordinary 
events and actions are reckoned. 

“A publication containing the col- 
lected and compiled facts will be is- 
sued monthly. This publication will 
comprise, in the shape of tables, 
charts and diagrams, the chief me- 
teorologic factors as observed and 
recorded by the officials of the 
Weather Bureau, and the statistics 
of mortality and morbidity as report- 
ed by the various public health off- 
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cials and by individual physicians; 
also brief statements of the general 
sanitary conditions of the different 
localities, especially as they may 
have been influenced by the weather. 

“Under no circumstances will dis- 
criminating or advisory notices of 
any locality be published, the entir2 
aim of the Bureau being to collect 
the facts and statistics for the sani- 
tary and medical profession, and for 
the general public, to use in such 
ways and for such purposes as they 
may see fit.” 





SOMETHING NEW AND GOOD. 


We have at hand one of the most 
desirable fountain syringes that we 
have ever seen. While the idea is 
not entirely new it certainly has been 
carried out in the manufacture of 
this instrument with the greatest 
success ever attained. 

The suggestive name of this instru- 
nent is “The King,” and once seen 
its immense advantage over the or- 
dinary fountain syringe is at once 
apparent. 

The reservoir of this syringe is 
made to hold a gallon of water, is of 
rubber similar to other fountain 
syringes, but on the front of the bag 
is sealed a good-size thermomete7, 
regulated to indicate the number of 
degrees temperature of the water 
contained in the bag. This will ob- 
viate the ill effects one may obtain 
from too hot or too cold water when 
using injections. 

Another admirable thing in con- 
nection with this instrument is the 
plainly-printed directions on the 
front of the bag. These indicate the 
necessary temperature to use with 
children and aduits. The only cau- 
tion given in the use of this syringe 
is with reference to cracking the 
thermometer with too hot water. By 
placing two cupfuls of cold water ix 
the bag first the hot water may then 
be added without danger of hurting 
the instrument. 

The cost of this syringe is the same 
as that of other similar kinds, plus 
price of thermometer, or $2.25 retail. 

The manufacturers (Charles R. 
Parmele Co., 98 William street, New 
York) state that only one size is 


made, viz., one gallon, and this is an 
advantage, for in the treatment of 
many conditions where hot water 
syringing is of value there is a ten- 
dency to use too little water. 

We wish success to the enterpris- 
ing firm that puts on the market 
such a beneficial instrument as this. 





THE PERENNIAL VALUE OF AN 
OLD DIPLOMA. 


The question as to what becomes 
of the old diplomas finds a partial 
answer in the following advertise- 
ment, which appeared a short time 
ago in a Buffalo daily paper. 

“For Sale—A physician’s diploma 
from one of the best colleges in the 
country. Address Medical News of- 
fice.” 

A valued correspondent wrote to 
the address given and received a re- 
ply which we now have. From this 
we learn that the advertiser is a grad- 
uate of nearly 20 years’ standing 
from a reputable medical college in 
this State, a physician in regular 
practice in a small town not far 
from Buffalo, a member of his coun- 
ty society, and presumably regarded 
as a respectable member of the com- 
munity in which he lives. How his 
neighbors are deceived, if this is the 
opinion they hold of him, may be 
learned from his own words. He 
writes: 

“The diploma in question was is- 
sued by the Castleton, Vt., Medical 
College to my father, who died a few 
years ago, is on sheepskin and is in 
first-class condition. The name and 
date you can have changed if you 
wish, but where a man travels away 
from home it is only customary to 
change the date, and that is not al- 
ways done. 

“My price for the diploma is $25. 

“Of course it is needless for me to 
say anything about the ease with 
which money can be made in the 
practice of medicine if one goes about 
it rightly. I would advise anyone 
following the line of travel and ad- 
vertise, staying from two to three 
weeks in a place. One can make 
from $25 to $100 a week. If you 
should wish to see me personally you 








can come to 
in a few hours.” 

And this from a physician, the son 
of a physician, a member in good 
standing of the Genesee (N. Y.) Coun- 
ty Medical Society! We should ad- 
vise this man, who respects his fath- 
er’s name as little as he does the hon- 
or of his profession, to follow his own 
counsel and “travel” away from the 
company of respectable physicians. 
His letter, which we have in our pos- 
session, is at the disposal of the prep- 
er authorities who may wish te learn 
the fate of this particular diploma. 
New York Medical Record. 


Book” Reviews 
A CASE OF ACUTE DELIRIUM. 
BY THOMAS P. PROUT, M. D_ 


New Jersey. 
From the Medical News . 





and return home 

















SOME MINOR STUDIES IN 
NERVE CELL DEGENERATION 
AS PRESENTED BY A CASE 
OF LOCALIZED CEREBRAL 
ATROPHY. 

THOMAS P. PROUT, M. D., 
State Hospital, Morris Plains, N. J. 
Reprinted from the American Journal of 
Insanity, April, 1895. 





NOTES ON A HITHERTO UNDE- 
SCRIBED SKIN DISEASE, EN- 
DEMIC IN CENTRAL AMER 
ICA, CALLED BY THE NA- 
TIVES “BULPISS.” 

OTTO LERCH, PH. D., M. D., 


Reprinted from the New Orleans Med. 
and Surg. Journal. 





ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE 
MANAGERS AND OFFICERS 
OF THE STATE HOSPITALS OF 
NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING OCTOBER 31, 1894. 


Yorrespondence. 


3rodnax, La., June 11, 95. 
Editor “Times and Register.” 


Dr. O. D. Norton, of Cincinnati, O., 
sends me your May issue, in which 
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on page 432 is an article “Turpentine 
as a Hemostatic.” 

Forty-five years ago in Augusta, 
Ga., Dr. O. H. Munson, an old den- 
tist, pulled a tooth for me. It bled 
so freely that it ran almost in a 
stream from my mouth. “That won't 
do.” said he, “here;” and he wet a 
piece of cotton with turpentine, 
foreed it down inte the eavity and 
held it there for five minutes with his 
finger. The bleeding stopped. I kept 
the cotton in place all day for fear 
of a return. We old timers don't like 
to see the young fellows run away 
with remedies of overa half century 
ef regular use. Tell our friend. Dr. 
Sasse, he should read some of the 
old books of 1852 to 188. 

Yours very truly. 
BEN H. BRODNAX. 


Miscellany. 


WILL IT BE CONSIDERED DAY. 
GEROUS TO WEAR CLOTH- 
ING? 














The following is extracted from 
the June 13 issue of the Boston Medi- 
cai and Surgical Journal: 

“Dr. Leitz, of Munich, according to 
La Medecine Moderne, has found that 
a little disc three millimetres in 
diameter, which has been placed 
upon a woolen stocking which has 
been worn, produced 356 colonies on 
nutrient gelatin. A cotton stocking 
gave 712 colonies. From a glove 
which had not been worn, 33 colonies 
were obtained. Among the colonies 
there are always a few pathogenic 
bacteria, the staphylococcus  pyo- 
genes albus being the commonest. 
Leitz has found the typhoid bacillus 
in clothing after 21 and 26 days; the 
anthrax bacillus obtained from cloth 
was virulent at the end of a year. 
An encouraging fact was that the 
linen of tubercular patients after 
profuse night-sweats, did not appar- 
ently contain the tubercle bacillus; 
the res'dJts of inoculation were nega- 
tive.” 
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MUSIC FOR THE SICK POOR OF 
PARIS. 

A French gentleman, M. Guzman, 
has left 50,000 frances to the Assist- 
ance Publique, the Paris Municipal 
Charity Lepartment, to defray the 
cost of musical entertainmerts to be 
given to the sick poor in the hospitals 
and asylums under its contro! —Bos- 
ton Medical and Surgical Journal 





A NEW SIGN EN AUSCULTATION 
OF THE CHEST. 
BY L. F. ALVAREZ. M. D- 


At a meeting of the Second Mex: 
can Medical Congress, held in San 
Lais Potosi, from the Sth to the 101) 
of last November, Professor Carmona 
y Valle read a paper on a new siga 
im auscultation of the chest not men- 
tioned by amy writer on physical 
diagnosis. For over 20 years Profes- 
sor Carmona y Valle has called the 
attention of his students to this 
sgn, which consists in a modifica- 
tion of the voice perceived on auscul- 
tating the chest at the level of a 
pleuritic effusion when the patient 
speaks. The voice is not confused as 
in the normal state, but clear and 
more acute than the voice of the per- 
son who produced it, and it appears 
to come from a distance, though lo- 
cated within the chest; it is not va- 
cillating nor tremulous, and this is 
what distinguishes this sign from 
egophony. As in egophony the trans- 
mitting medium is liquid and not 
air, as is the case normally. : 

Professor Carmena y Valle for- 
merly compared this modification of 
the voice to the sound produced by 
the cornet when played with the key 
used to subdue its sound, but since 
he became acquainted with the tele- 
phone he believes that it resembles 
the timbre of the voice transmitted 
by that apparatus, hence he calls this 
the telephonic voice. He believes this 
sign is of great value in the diagno- 
sis of pleuritic effusion, because, be- 
sides being constant in all of them, 
it is not present in cases where there 
is no liquid in the pleural cavity. It 
Is of great service in distinguishing 
pleuritic effusions from pulmonary 
affections, such as edema of the lungs 


and intra-thoracic new growths, 
which, like pleuritic effusions, pro- 
duce dullness and absence from tho- 
racic vibrations on palpation. 

He mentioned two cases in which 
the constant absence of the tele- 
phonie voice led to the exelusion of 
pleuritic effusion and to the diagno- 
sis of pleuro-pulmonary tumer, and 
in both cases at the autopsy a large 
sarcoma was found.—Pacifie Medi- 
eal Journal. 





De you want a vacation that will 
be perfection in every respeet? If 
you do you should select one of the 
famous resorts in northern and east- 
ern New England Every principal 
summer resort is reached by the Bos- 
ton & Maine Railroad. If the moun- 
tains are your choice you can surely 
find an agreeable and comfortable 
abede for the summer at the White 
Mountains, while no more healthful 
or delightful beaches can be found 
than these scattered along the North 
Shore, from Boston to the Provinces. 

There are abundant opportunities 
for surf bathing, for vachting, for 
fishing and for a general good time, 
while hostelries, superbly equipped, 
are to be found at every hand. 

The summer season opened with 
the Boston & Maine on June 1, and 
upon inquiry at any ticket office of 
the company you will find that excur- 
sion tickets may be purchased at re- 
duced rates for every one of the more 
prominent points in New England. 
Excursion books, giving routes, rates, 
hotel and boarding house list, will be 
mailed free by passenger department, 
Boston & Maine Railroad, Boston. 





DISTURBANCES OF INNERVA- 
TION. 


Robert B. McCall, M. D., Medical 
College of Ohio, Cincinnati, now re- 
siding at Hamersville, O., writes: 

“My confidence in antikamnia is 
so well established that I have only 
words of praise. Independently of 
other observers I have proved to my 
satisfaction its certain value as a 
promoter of parturition, whether 
typical, delayed or complicated, and 
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can come to 
in a few hours.” 

And this from a physician, the son 
of a physician, a member in good 
standing of the Genesee (N. Y.) Coun- 
ty Medical Society! We should ad- 
vise this man, who respects his fath- 
er’s name as little as he does the hon- 
or of his profession, to follow his own 
counsel and “travel” away from the 
company of respectable physicians. 
His letter, which we have in our pos- 
session, is at the disposal of the prop- 
er authorities who may wish to learn 
the fate of this particular diploma.— 
New York Medical Record. 
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Yorrespondence. 


Brodnax, La., June 11, ’95. 
Editor “Times and Register.” 


Dr. O. D. Norton, of Cincinnati, O., 
sends me your May issue, in which 
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on page 432 is an article “Turpentine 
as a Hemostatic.” 

Forty-five years ago in Augusta, 
Ga., Dr. O. H. Munson, an old den- 
tist, pulled a tooth for me. It bled 
so freely that it ran almost in a 
stream from my mouth. “That won't 
do.” said he, “here;” and he wet a 
piece of cotton with turpentine, 
forced it down into the cavity and 
held it there for five minutes with his 
finger. The bleeding stopped. I kept 
the cotton in place all day for fear 
of a return. We old timers don’t like 
to see the young fellows run away 
with remedies of over a half century 
of regular use. Tell our friend, Dr. 
Sasse, he should read some of the 
old books of 1832 to 1843. 


Yours very truly, 
BEN H. BRODNAX. 


Miscellany. 


WILL IT BE CONSIDERED DAN. 
GEROUS TO WEAR CLOTH- 
ING? 














The following is extracted from 
the June 13 issue of the Boston Medi- 
cal and Surgical Journal: 

“Dr. Leitz, of Munich, according to 
La Medecine Moderne, has found that 
a little disc three millimetres in 
diameter, which has been placeé 
upon a woolen stocking which has 
been worn, produced 356 colonies on 
nutrient gelatin. A cotton stocking 
gave 712 colonies. From a glove 
which had not been worn, 33 colonies 
were obtained. Among the colonies 
there are always a few pathogenic 
bacteria, the staphylococcus  pyo- 
genes albus being the commonest. 
Leitz has found the typhoid bacillus 
in clothing after 21 and 26 days; the 
anthrax bacillus obtained from cloth 
was virulent at the end of a year. 
An encouraging fact was that the 
linen of tubercular patients after 
profuse night-sweats, did not appar- 
ently contain the tubercle bacillus; 


the rests of inoculation were nega- 
tive.” 
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MUSIC FOR THE SICK POOR OF 
PARIS. 


A Freneh gentleman, M. Guzman, 
has left 50,000 francs to the Assist- 
ance Publique, the Paris Municipal 
Charity Lepartment, to defray the 
cost of musical entertainmerts to be 
given to the sick poor in the hospitals 
and asylums under its control.—Bos- 
ton Medical and Surgical Journal. 





A NEW SIGN IN.AUSCULTATION 
OF THE CHEST. 
BY L. F. ALVAREZ, M. D. 


At a meeting of the Second Mexi- 
can Medical Congress, held in San 
Luis Potosi, from the 8th tothe 10t 
of last November, Professor Carmona 
y Valle read a paper on a new siga 
in auscultation of the chest not men- 
tioned by any writer on physical 
diagnosis. For over 20 years Profes- 
sor Carmona y Valle has called the 
attention of his students to this 
sign, which consists in a modifica- 
tion of the voice perceived on auscul- 
tating the chest at the level of a 
pleuritic effusion when the patient 
speaks. The voice is not confused as 
in the normal state, but clear and 
more acute than the voice of the per- 
son who produced it, and it appears 
to come from a distance, though lo- 
cated within the chest; it is not va- 
cillating nor tremulous, and this is 
what distinguishes this sign from 
egophony. As in egophony the trans- 
mitting medium is liquid and not 
air, as is the case normally. , 

Professor Carmona y Valle for- 
merly compared this modification of 
the voice to the sound produced by 
the cornet when played with the key 
used to subdue its sound, but since 
he became acquainted with the tele- 
phone he believes that it resembles 
the timbre of the voice transmitted 
by that apparatus, hence he calls this 
the telephonic voice. He believes this 
sign is of great value in the diagno- 
sis of pleuritic effusion, because, be- 
sides being constant in all of them, 
it is not present in cases where there 
18 no liquid in the pleural cavity. It 
is of great service in distinguishing 
pleuritic effusions from pulmonary 
affections, such as edema of the lungs 


and intra-thoracic new growths, 
which, like pleuritic effusions, pro- 
duce dullness and absence from tho- 
racic vibrations on palpation. 

He mentioned two cases in which 
the constant absence of the tele- 
phonic voice led to the exclusion of 
pleuritic effusion and to the diagno- 
sis of pleuro-pulmonary tumor, and 
in both cases at the autopsy a large 
sarcoma was found.—Pacific Medi- 
eal Journal. 





Do you want a vacation that will 
be perfection in every respect? If 
you do you should select one of the 
famous resorts in northern and east- 
ern New England. Every principal 
summer resort is reached by the Bos- 
ton & Maine Railroad. If the moun- 
tains are your choice you can surely 
find an agreeable and comfortable 
abode for the summer at the White 
Mountains, while no more healthful 
or delightful beaches can be found 
than those scattered along the North 
Shore, from Boston to the Provinces. 

There are abundant opportunities 
for surf bathing, for yachting, for 
fishing and for a general good time, 
while hostelries, superbly equipped, 
are to be found at every hand. 

The summer season opened with 
the Boston & Maine on June 1, and 
upon inquiry at any ticket office of 
the company you will find that excur- 
sion tickets may be purchased at re- 
duced rates for every one of the more 
prominent points in New England. 
Excursion books, giving routes, rates, 
hotel and boarding house list, will be 
mailed free by passenger department, 
Boston & Maine Railroad, Boston. 





DISTURBANCES OF INNERVA- 
TION. 


Robert B. McCall, M. D., Medical 
College of Ohio, Cincinnati, now re- 
siding at Hamersville, O., writes: 

“My confidence in antikamnia is 
80 well established that I have only 
words of praise. Independently of 
other observers I have proved to my 
satisfaction its certain value as a 
promoter of parturition, whether 
typical, delayed or complicated, and 
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its effectiveness in controlling the 
vemiting of pregnancy. In cases 
marked by unusual suffering in sec- 
ond stage, pains of nagging sort, fre- 
quent or separated by prolonged in- 
tervals, accompanied by nervous rig: 
ors and mental forebodings, one or 
two doses, three to five grains each, 
of antikamnia promptly changes all 
this. 

“If there is a ‘sleepy uterus’ anti- 
kamnia and quinine awake every en- 
ergy, muscular and nervous, and push 
labor to an early safe conclusion. In- 
deed, in any case of labor small doses 
are helpful, confirming efforts of na- 
ture and shortening duration of pro- 
cess. 

“I have just finished treatment of 
an obstinate case of vomiting in 
pregnancy. A week ago the first dose 
of antikamnia was given, nervous ex- 
citement, mental worry and gastric 
intolerance rapidly yielded. This case 
was a t;pical one and the result is 
clearly <.ttributable to the masterful 
influence of your preparation. 

“If there is any one drug or prepa- 
ration that can be made to answer 
every need of the physician, for the 
correction of the multitudinous dis- 
turbances of innervation that occur 
in the various diseases he is called 
upon to treat, that one is antikam- 
nia. 





Dr. Welch, the bacteriologist for 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, has demon- 
strated that germs will not grow in 
the immediate vicinity of silver. A 
sterilized silver wire was introduced 
into a culture, and while the colonies 
grew as usual elsewhere, immediate- 
ly about the wire was free from them. 
Drs. Halsted and Kelly are making 
use of this discovery by using silver 
foil in the dressing of aseptic surgi- 
cal wounds. The foil is placed imme- 
diately in contact with the closed in- 
cision in sheets about four inches 
square, and then the other aseptic 
dressings are applied.—College and 
Clinical Record. 





THE TREATMENT OF FRACTURE 
OF THE RADIUS. 


Hennequin summarizes the conclu- 
sion of his study of this subject in 
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the Revue de Chirurgie, No. 9, 1894, 
as follows: 

1. That it is necessary to reduce 
the fracture of the lower extremity 
of the radius. 

2. That it is necessary to main. 
tain reduction by means of a suitable 
apparatus, leaving the fingers entire. 
ly free. 

3. That the patient must use the 
hand as soon as possible after union. 

4. That massage fulfils but one 
indication, and must not be employ. 
ed as the only means of treatment, 
except in those without displace. 
ment. Having no other pretension 
than the restoration of function 
after consolidation, its role becomes 
more restricted if the fingers are left 
at entire liberty during the treat- 
ment.—Railway Surgeon. 





CROTON OIL FOR RINGWORM. 


An epidemic of ringworm, of the 
variety tricophyton megalosporon en- 
Gothrix, occurred recently in an or- 
phan asylum, 48 out of 70 children 
being affected. Croton oil, which is 
a destructive rather than a curative 
agent, was employed. It requires to 
be carefully handled so as to regulate 
the amount of destruction, and never 
used for patches larger than a six- 
pence. It is necessary to first test 
the resistancy of the individual skin, 
hence a commencement is best made 
by applying a drop of oil, which it is 
well to remember exerts an effect 
beyond the spot to which it is ap- 
plied; this is permitted to remain a 
few seconds, then vigorously wiped 
off with absorbent wool. By the de- 
gree of irritation produced upon the 
third, or even the second, day, one 
can form an idea of the degree of tol- 
eration, and in subsequent opera- 
tions act in accordance therewith, 
permitting the drop to remain a 
longer or shorter time. A slight fol- 
liculitis is thus occasioned, and the 
procedure can be repeated, when, 
after the separation of the crusts, 
the inflammation has subsided. In 
this way the diseased hairs can be 
reduced to a continually diminishing 
number, and when these are only 
six or eight at most they can be de- 
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stroyed by electrolysis—Annales de 
Dermatologie et de Syphilographie. 





OBJECTIONABLE ADVERTISE- 
MENTS. 


It is amusing to read how wonder- 
fully good some of our exchanges are 
in the matter of taking advertise- 
ments. They will take nothing which 
is not strictly ethical, whatever that 
means, and they strongly indorse 
everything advertised in their pages. 
The Philadelphia Polyclinic has 
ever been at the front in decrying 
certain forms of advertisements. In 
a late number the editor has a good 
deal to say on this subject, and adds 
that he advises all his readers to con- 
sult the advertising pages, for “It is 
our pride to admit nothing that is 
not meritorious.” We did as we were 
told, and consulted these pages, to 
find there an advertisement of “A 
Specific Remedy” for the early and 
advanced stages of pneumonia! This 
is glad news, certainly. “Remarkable 
results” are obtained in tuberculosis 
and a host of other diseases; “also, 
in all forms of chronic disease, de- 
pendent in part or in whole on the 
want of oxygen in the Vital fluids.” 
We are a little rusty on just what 
constitute the “vital fluids,” but we 
presume it refers to the gastric juice, 
or the cerebro-spinal fluid! The whole 
ad. is a first-rate newspaper one. 
Then, again, we notice a preparation 
which has been recommended bv 
wey for half a century as “The 

est and purest.” “Physicians make 
no mistake in ordering this brand.” 
While this may be as good as any 
other brand, yet it is hard to believe 
that it is the “best and purest.” It is 
also gratifying to know now how we 
can be kept from making any more 
mistakes! In other words, the Poly- 
clinic is no better than the rest of us. 


The whisky it advertises may be “the 
purest and best,” but the few adver- 
tisements it contains are neither bet- 
ter nor purer than those of many 


. Other journals—Journal Practical 
Medicine. 





_To those who anticipate a trip to 
New England the announcement of 
the opening of the Providence Line 


June 3 will be hailed with delight. 
This popular route of the Providence 
& Stonington Steamship Company 
has always been the favorite way of 
travel to those people who wish to 
look upon travel as a pleasure rather 
than a bore. The steamers Connecti- 
cut and Massachusetts are among 
the handsomest on the Sound, and 
have the advantage of a main deck 
dining room, where passengers may 
while enjoying the cooling breezes of 
the Sound have the benefit of a first- 
class cuisine. A distinctive feature of 
this line enjoyed by none other is the 
cafe arrangement, where after the 
dinner is over a regular club service 
is in effect, such service as only the 
Providence Line can give, and of this 
service we must speak particularly, 
for the management makes it an im- 
perative rule that all its employes ob- 
serve the greatest politeness, and the 
courtesies of the company’s captains 
and officers is proverbial. These little 
courtesies, generally denied the trav- 
eling public and which are strongly 
shown on this line, are one of the 
principal reasons of its success and 
popularity. 





A NEW MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


The Canadian Medical Review is 
the title of a new medical monthly 
published in Toronto, and edited by 
Dr. W. H. B. Aikins. 





DR. MAILLOT. 

A monument to the memory of 
the late Dr. Maillot is to be erected, 
and already the sum of 10,000 francs 
has been collected for it. 





A new fuel made in France is of 
coal dust compressed into bricks and 
soaked with chemicals, which make 
it last a long time in a glow when 
once alight. 





Massachusetts has also gone into 
the drug business, and its Board of 
Health has arranged to supply diph- 
theria antitoxin. 





The London Daily Telegraph, of 
March 28, 1895, gives an account of 
Dr. De Bossy, who is in active prac- 
tice at the age of 102 years. 
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A French physician who has writ- 
ten approvingly and at some length 
on bicycling for women believes that 
the training it gives to hand and 
eyes and muscles will make women 
walk better and carry themselves 
more gracefully and freely than they 
do. He has noticed that while a few 
women walk well and preserve a sat- 
isfactory balance, the effect is ruined 
by their indecision and uncertainty 
of movement at street crossings. 
Other weaknesses that are very prev- 
alent among women in middle life 
are Gbesity and shortness of breath, 
and those, he believes, are to be over- 
come by riding the wheel. 





Dr. John H. McCollom is to be ap- 
pointed superintendent of the new 
Boston Hospital for Contagious Dis- 
eases attached to the City Hospital. 
Dr. McCollom is now bacteriologist 
to the Board of Health. 





DOCTORS AND INCURABLES. 


Reynold’s Newspaper comes out 
witb the declaration that physicians 
arrange with the friends of patients 
suffering from an incurable disease 
for the death of such patients. This 
is a curious charge which some of 
our English confreres seem to have 
taken seriously. For our part, it 
seems to us as if nothing could be 
more silly or more remote from the 
truth. 





THE CHEMICAL COMPOSITION 
OF OYSTERS. 


Mons. Chetin makes a report to the 
Academie de Medicine upon the 
chemical richness of oysters in brom- 
ine, iodine, fluorine and in phosphor- 
us. Portuguese oysters contain a 
gramme of organic phosphate to the 
dozen. Ordinary European oysters 
contain one-third less. This state- 
ment in regard to the phosphatic 
richness of oysters will be a comfort 
to many oyster lovers, and may in a 
measure offset the unpleasant re- 
ports about the capacity of the oys- 
ter for nourishing tubercle bacilli— 
N. Y. Med. Record. 


The Congress of the Obstetric So- 7 
ciety of France held a meeting in 
April last under the presidency of — 
M. Gueniout. Dr. Gaulard discussed 
the subject of scarlet fever and the — 
albuminuria of pregnancy. Other 
papers were read upon “The Causes 
of Puerperal Eclampsia,” “The Grip 
in the Puerperal State” and upon 
“Abnormal Forms of Toxemia in 
Pregnancy. .? M. Queirel noted that 
in an epidemic of influenza 35 puer. | 
peral women had been affected. In 
all cases the influenza took the pul-” 
monary form. There were no deaths | 
from the disease nor any serious com-_ 
plications produced. 





The French Society of Opthalmol- 7 
ogy held its 13th session in Paris, 
May 6 to May 9. M. De Wecker made | 
a report upon the use of large sub- 
conjunctival injections. He said that” 
the injection of a drop of a solution | 
of sublimate, one or two per cent. 
in strength, had no antiseptic effect. 
He injected an entire syringeful of 7 
solution of sublimate, 1 to 2000, and 
in ulcers of the cornea his results. 
had been very surprising. The in-7 
jections were good, he said, in in-7 
fectious ulcers, but of no use in other” 
forms. 4 





Dr. John F. Hill, of Augusta, Me, 7 
will, it is said, be the Republican © 
candidate for Governor of the State 
of Maine. Maine has already had ™ 
one medical man as Governor, and | 
he ruled the State well. We wish 
Dr. Hill success. : 





Dr. Harold C. Ernst has been ol 
pointed professor of bacteriology in” 
the Harvard Medical School. ic 


a 





Dr. Theobald Smith, formerly 
chief of the Division of Animal Path-7 
ology in the United States Depart-* 
ment of Agriculture, has been ap- 
pointed bacteriologist of the Massa- 
chusetts State Board of Health and™ 
—— of applied zoology in Har-" 
var : 





The Legislature of the State of 
Rhode Island has recently passed an ” 
act for the regulation of the practice 
of medicine. 
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